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Introduction
This report describes the work done with funding from NASA Grant NAG 1 1804
during the past three years. Funding commenced in June, 1996 and had a planned
duration of three years. This report covers the time period June 1996 to June 1999.
Here we present a short description of the projects carried out and documentation of
the work done in terms of publications, papers presented, and conferences attended.
1. Microphysical Modeling
This category consist of two related tasks, namely the development of a simple
microphysical model for modeling the Pinatubo plume and carrying out a study of
sulfate particle formation in a volcanic plume.
The work on modeling the Pinatubo plume was carried out in collaboration with
Dr. Howard Houben at NASA Ames Research Center. Some of the work was pre-
sented at conferences and in published papers as described below. The main thrust of
the more recent research was work related to the microphysical and dynamical model
named CARMA that was developed at Ames Research Center, primarily by Drs. Eric
Jensen and Andrew Ackerman. This work is not entirely finished, as we are still ac-
tively involved in incorporating sulfuric acid microphysics into the model. However,
the model itself does work and has been used extensively by several researchers to
study the formation of uppper tropospheric clouds and aerosols.
Concerning the study of sulfate particle formation in a volcanic plume, we have
developed a new approach to the problem of particle formation methods in an envi-
ronment containing gas phase sulfuric acid. The technique which we developed was
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described in a journal article and submitted to Science,but it wasnot acceptedfor
publication due to a negative review. The paper is being re-written and will besub-
mitted to someother journal. The basicidea is the fact that for extremeconditions
such as encounteredin a volcanic plume, the nucleationprocesscanbe describedas
the coagulation of small molecular clusterscontaining only one or two sulfuric acid
molecules.
2. Analysis of Sun Photometer Measurements
We have been involved in studies of the data obtained by the NASA Ames Sun
photometer. These studies are led by Dr. Phillip Russell. I have been meeting
on a regular basis with Dr. Russell and his group. I have been also collaborating
with a member of his group (J. Bauman) on analysis of SAGE satellite data. Of
particular interest to us have been the data obtained during the TARFOX and ACE2
measurement campaigns which contain a significant amount of new information on
tropospheric aerosols. Results from the TARFOX project were presented by me at a
meeting of the Russian Aerosol Society in St. Petersburg, Russia in July, 1998.
A part of the analysis has been to consider the problem of incorporating new values
for vapor pressures and optical parameters in the studies of the optical properties of
sulfate aerosols as a function of environmental conditons such as temperature, relative
humidity, etc.
Another part of this analysis involved analyzing the ELSIE program that is used
in the aerosol community to determine aerosol extinction from impactor data or from
a given aerosol size distribution. We were able to show that the technique used by
ELSIE to evaluate indices of refraction lead to values that are not consistent with
laboratory studies of the index of refraction of sulfuric acid solutions.
3. Wire Impactor Analysis
I have been working with Dr. Rudolph Pueschel and Dr. Anthony Strawa on
analyzing and understanding results obtained with the Ames Wire Impactor. Some
of this work is described in a paper whose principal author is Dr. J. Goodman.
One of our projects is to compare extinctions calculated from the number of
particles on the wire with those measured by SAGE. Some of this work is being done
by one of my graduate students at San Jose State University. The results obtained
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sofar indicate a persistent discrepancybetweenthe two instruments. The reasonfor
this discrepancyhasnot yet beendetermined.
We are also using a simple box model to evaluate observationsmade by Drs.
Puescheland Strawa during the SONEX mission. This model indicates that some
of the particle concentration measurementscan be explained by the nucleation of
sulfuric acid droplets. The results will be incorporated into a paper describing the
SONEX mission.
4. Other Theoretical Studies
In this area we carried out a numberof interestingstudies. The most interesting
ongoingstudy, asmentionedabove,is the study of the formation of sulfateparticles.
Webelievethis processis due to the coagulationof small stablesulfuric acid hydrates
rather than via homogeneousnucleation.
We havealsobeenworking with Dr. RichardTurco of UCLA on a new theoretical
explanation for the formation of NAT in polar stratosphericclouds. Someinteresting
and promising preliminary results have been obtained.
It has been observed that a layer of enhanced nitric acid appears at high altitudes
over the poles during winter. For example, it has been observed that between June
15 to July 15 over the South Pole there is a region of enhanced HNO3 between about
35 and 45 km altitude. We have carried out modeling studies to determine if the
layer can be explained by heterogeneous reactions on sulfuric acid droplets. We have
developed a box model to carry out the analysis. We are now planning to incorporate
our box model into a model for the diabatic descent of air in this region. Results were
presented at the Spring AGU meeting in Boston.
We considered the possibility that tropical cyclones are a source for the background
stratospheric aerosol layer. Studies carried out during the STEP program showed that
ascending air associated with tropical cyclones is injected into the stratosphere. This
was proved conclusively by the presence of radon in the stratosphere during studies of
the outflow from cyclones. The temperature of this air is also cold enough to explain
the extreme aridity of stratospheric air. We carried out studies of the possibility
that tropical cyclones inject sulfuric acid particles into the stratosphere. This work
involved using both the STEP data and SAGE II data. Future work will include
modeling studies with sulfate microphysics coupled to dynamical processes.
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Fourteenth International Conference on Nucleation and Atmospheric Aerosols,
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